
  

For more information:  
 
Call: 
 
In RI: URI MGA Hotline 
     1-800-448-1011 
Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
 
 
In MA and CT: 401-874-2900 
 
Outside New England please 
contact Cooperative Extension in 
your county. 
 
Websites: 
 
URI Master Gardener Association 
     www.urimga.org 
 
CELS Outreach Center 
     www.uri.edu/cels/ceo 

3 East Alumni Avenue 
Kingston, Rhode Island 02881 

URI COLLEGE OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT AND LIFE 

SCIENCES (CELS) OUTREACH 
CENTER 

Organization 

PESTICIDES ARE POISONOUS!! Read and follow all safety precautions on labels. Handle carefully and store in original containers out of reach of 
children, pets, or livestock. Dispose of empty containers immediately, in a safe manner and place. Pesticides should never be stored with foods or 

in areas where people eat. 
 

When trade names are used for identification, no product endorsement is implied, nor is discrimination intended against similar materials. Be 
sure that the pesticide that you wish to use is registered in the state of use. 

 
The user of this information assumes all risk for personal injury or property damage. 

 
For more information call: URI Master Gardener Hotline (in RI) 1-800-448-1011, CELS Outreach Center (in MA and CT) 401-874-2900 or visit 

the URI Master Gardener Website at www.urimga.org   Outside New England please contact Cooperative Extension in your county. 
 

Rhode Island Coperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities. U.S. Department of Agriculture cooperating. 
 

Note: The Hotline is open Monday—Thursday, 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. from March 1 to November 1. 

 
ASPARAGUS BEETLES 

There are two species of asparagus beetles that may cause damage to asparagus. 
The common asparagus beetle (Crioceris asparagi) is the most common but it is unlikely 
there will ever be enough of them to do serious damage. The spotted asparagus beetle    
(C. duodecimpunctata) do less damage because they show up a little later in the spring so 
the adults don't have much opportunity to feed on the spears,  
 
Description and Life Cycle 

Both asparagus beetle adults are ¼-inch long with oval-shaped bodies. The   
common asparagus beetle adult is bluish-black with six cream colored spots on its back; 
the adult spotted asparagus beetle is reddish-orange with twelve black spots. The larvae of 
both species are slug-like with visible heads and legs:   common asparagus beetle larvae 
are light gray with a black head; spotted asparagus beetle larvae are orange.  
Common asparagus beetle adults appear in gardens just as the asparagus spears are emerg-
ing from the soil in spring. The beetles lay numerous dark brown eggs in rows on the 
spears, ferns, or flower buds. The eggs hatch within a week and the larvae migrate to the 
ferns to start feeding. They feed for about two weeks and then fall to the ground to pupate 
in the soil. About a week later, adults emerge to start another generation, feeding on the 
ferns for the remainder of the growing season.  
 

The spotted asparagus beetle has a similar life cycle, but usually appears in    
gardens in mid-May and disappears in late July, somewhat later than the common aspara-
gus beetle. They generally lay greenish eggs on the ferns. The orange larvae typically feed 
on the berries, or fruit, of the asparagus.  
 
Damage  

Both the larvae and the adults of the common asparagus beetle damage the     
asparagus plants. The overwintered adults emerge and begin to feed on the tender growing 
tips of newly sprouted asparagus. They chew holes in the plant and cause a brownish    
discoloration of the tissue. The larvae feed on the tender young tips and on foliage. The 
spotted asparagus beetle adults attack the growing tips and sometimes eat the buds of 
newly sprouted asparagus. They also feed on foliage. The larvae cause little damage    
because they feed inside the berries.  
 
Management  

Start checking plants for asparagus beetles in early May or just after asparagus 
plants emerge and continue throughout the remainder of the growing season. The best 
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time to check is in the afternoon when they are most active. The easiest way to get rid of a few beetles is to pick the 
adults and larvae off the plants and drop them in a pail of soapy water.  Another important step is to clean the bed 
up in the fall since adult beetles overwinter in leaf and plant litter. If you notice some tiny, metallic-green wasps 
around the asparagus patch leave them alone;  they are a natural insect enemy of the asparagus beetle.  
 
 A rule of thumb is that if you spot an adult beetle on 1 in 10 plants or larvae on 50 to 75 percent of the 
plants, you should use some kind of control. However, in a small asparagus patch, those numbers might still mean 
only a few beetles, which are easily handpicked from the plants. If all else fails, products containing the botanical 
insecticide pyrethrin, or the chemical insecticide carbaryl (Sevin) are effective against asparagus beetles. Some  
formulations are safe to use up until the day before harvest; read the label to make sure.  
 
 
Adapted from: the Cornell Cooperative Extension, 1999; University of Minnesota Extension, 2007 


